Discussion Questions for
FIREBUG
by Marianne Mitchell 
1. Mysteries are full of secrets, ​some big, some small. Most of the characters in FIREBUG have a secret, something they don’t want others to know about. Discuss what each character’s secret is and why they don’t want others to know about it. 
2. Haley has visited the ranch many times before. Now Uncle Jake has turned it into a bed & breakfast place. What changes does she notice that her uncle made to the old ranch? 
3. What is an arsonist? What is a pyromaniac? Can a person be both? Can a person be one and not the other? 
4. The Sinagua Indians once lived in the Sedona area. When did they live there and why did they leave? What was their life like? 
5. Tourists love to visit Sedona and other beautiful places around the country. What are some positive things that tourism can bring to an area? What are some negative results of too much tourism? 
6. Uncle Jake has a collection of post cards from all over the world. What things do you like to collect? 
7. Caleb Marshall put things he valued in a box for safe keeping. What special things would you hide in a box? 
8. Zach had a map his father left of the old ranch. Try and draw this map using details from the story. Or draw a map of your neighborhood, perhaps including an “X” for where you would hide a treasure. 
9. Vibeca is interested in crystals and the vortex sites around Sedona. Do crystals really have special power? Why do you think the vortex sites are popular? Are these ideas based on scientific fact or are they just fads? 
10. Now that you know the ending, can you find the clues the author planted early in the story that pointed to the culprit? What things turned out to be “red herrings” instead of clues? 
